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works he honored the gods who had brought him
from the world of commerce even to the rule of
an empire, and to them lie pays the tribute of
words of passionate devotion, heaping word upon
word of prayer and of praise. It remained only
now that he should accomplish, some work for the
canal system of Babylon. In this his first care
was to regulate the course of the canal upon which
the city was built, this being a channel of the
Euphrates itself, which was now changed so that,
us in former times, it should pass directly by the
temple of E-sagila. The eastern arm of the canal
was also walled up, that its current might flow
with sweet water, unmixed with sand.

The residence of Nergal-shar-uhmr was in the
same palace as that of Nebuchadrezzar, and in
this he carried on extensive alterations and im-
provements. The first of them concerned its
foundations, which the canal had made unsafe, and
the last of them were put upon the lofty summit
of the building. In these works the chief part
was played by the ever-present brick, but mention
is made also of the cedar beams, which came, as be-
fore, from the Lebanon.

There is no mention in the life of Nergal-sliar-
usur of any wars throughout his empire. It is,
however, scarcely probable that he could have
reigned without any disturbances requiring for
their suppression the force of arms. It was the
custom of the Babylonian kings to say nothing
of war; in this he followed the former usage.